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GATHERING: 7iSr 
K~s forn t io r~  A d v i ~ o y )  Board 
rt~et It'edr~esclay~for the second 
time sirtce its creafio~l. 
By Ann McBride F ~ ~ L + - >  
LVt(zg(~m Gazette 

LEWISTON - A comn~unity-based 
advocacy group aqked the U.S  - b y  
Corps of Eng~neers to update them at 
their next meetlng on what types of 
health studies have been completed in 
the area sumound~ng the former Lake 
Ontar lo Ordnance Works Site. 
"The newly created LOOW Restora- 

tion Advisory Board was glven an 
update Wednesday on the status of the 
cleanup at the 190-acre N~agara Falls 
Storage Site, which is part of the 
7,500-acre LOOW site In the towns of 
Lewiston and Porter. The Niagara 
Fdlls Storage Site, north of Pletcher 
and east of Lutts roads, serves as a 
long-term but not permanent solullon 
to the storage of radioactive wastes 
froin the processmg of urantum ore. 

Although the Storage Site does not 
fall under the jurisdiction of the advi- 
soly board, RAU members aslted for 
an update dur~ng their initial meeting 
in June because of potential health 
risks. 

Judith S. Leithner, who oversees the 
Niagara Falls Storage Site for the 
corps, said the area people are most 
concerned with is a 10-acre parcel 
where radioactive wastes and residues 
were buried dui-~ng two-phases in 
1986 and 1991. The wastes are con- 
tained in a concrete structure, which is 
lined and topped with 3 feet of clay, 1 
foot of fill and 6 inches of top soil. A 
retainer wall made of clay s~mounds  
the pit, which contains 249 cubic yards 
of a number of different materials. 

A 1998 National Academy of Science 
study stated that the arrangement had 
a longevity of 25 to 50 years and that 
there were "site unknowns" that 
affected the overall risk. Just what 
steps the federal government should 
take to secure a more permanent 

I 

James Neiss1lV~c5:.clvc~ G'c~zc'iir' 
HANDY WORK: Board members Wednesday review a photo of the 1 TNT pipeline, which is undergoing remediation at the ordnance site. , 
solution currently are being studled 
under the Formerly Util~zed S ~ t e s  
Remedial Action Prog-am. Leithner 
said there are differing opinlons on 
whether to remove the radioactive 
materials or keep them buried. 

The site is monitored continuously 
at a cost of $400,000 a year, Leithner 
said. The corps has found no detect- 
able releases of rcdon on the pile or 111 

the groundwater. 
Even so, RAB member Marty Hod- 

gins said he would like to see just a 
small portion of the hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars it's expected to  cost to 
clean up the site be spent on a health 
study of the immediate area. Corps 
officials said they will contact a mem- 
ber of the State Univers~ty at Buffalo's 
School of Medicine to see ~f lie can 
discuss the results of a health study he 
conlplc~ed some years ago. 

As for the LOOW location, of which 
2,500 acres was used for several 

different types of defense activities 
from the 1940s to 196Os, cleailup con- 
tinues on reinoving a TN'T pipeline, 
chemical waste sewer lines and demo- 
lition of a wastewater treatment plant. 
The company, Radian International 
LLC of Maryland, also discovered a 
trash pit and several 1)uried drums on 
the propeiZy since it began its reme- 
dial work. Cleanup of these sites has 
beerr added into the  company's 
contract. 

The program is continuing to have 
problems securing enough money to 
complete a second phase of studies on 
the LOOW property. 

Ray Pilon, LOOW's project martag- 
er, urged the board members to write 
their elected officials to request addi- 
tional funds be placed into the For- 
~nerly Used Defense Sites progam. 

The board's next illeeting is schect- 
uled for Jan. 12 in the Lewiston-Porter 
Primary Building on Creek Road. 
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AT THE MICROPHONE: Becky Zayatz of CWM, center, addresses members of an advisory board for the 
Lake Ontario Ordnance Works on Wednesday in Lewiston. fayatz describes the benefits of a tour of the I 

Lake Ontario Ordnance Works Site that she and others took Wednesday. 


	Text1: 200-1e
	Text2: NFSS_08.08_0429_a


